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Rawlinson Road Raider Band

The study of music can contribute in a unique way to the overall development of ALL young people.  Instrumental training and performance are invaluable parts of that process.  By the time students leave the middle school environment, it is hoped that they not only know how to play their instruments, but that they will have begun to make good strides toward becoming a comprehensive musician.  Students will learn skills about music, how to budget their time, and how to work in a large group setting. They will also learn discipline, commitment, hard work, and other extremely important skills they will carry through life.


Band class takes a big commitment on the part of the students, the director, and the parents. Hard work effort, intensity, time, money, and determination are a part of this commitment.   Because of the simple fact that band is such a hands-on, participatory class, specific goals and procedures have been adopted to allow all involved the chance to reach the desired goal.  

Please read the following information and familiarize yourself with it.  At the end of the handbook, there is a slip for you and your child to sign.  This simply lets me know that both you and your child know what is to be expected during the coming year in band.  If you have any questions or if any problems arise, please call the school (Band Room 803-980-2104 or msskelle@rhmail.org) to arrange an appointment with me.


The band directors and administrators in Rock Hill School District Three hope that this handbook will help you to become familiar with the goals and expectations for both the students and parents.  With this information and through our combined efforts, we will strive to have a band of which we will all be proud.  Please remember, as with his or her academic classes each student is responsible only for his/her own grade.  In band class we either succeed or fail together as a group.  Your obligations are demanding, but the rewards are great!


Band is an exciting class!  I am confident that this will be a great year for everyone involved with the Raider Band program.  I look forward to working with you and your child this year.






Sincerely,

    Michael Skellett
2.
Goals of the Band Program


The following are the goals that have been established for the band programs in Rock Hill School District Three.

1. To provide for the learning and mastering of the fundamental skills of music.

2. To develop musical standards and encourage sensitive musicianship. 

3. To foster music appreciation and understanding that will enrich each student’s life.

4. To develop in each student the ability to work effectively & cooperatively with others.

5. To develop the discipline, knowledge, skills, & attitudes which will make each student a more desirable member of society.

3.
Classroom Rules

1. We will observe all school rules.

2. We will respect others, their property and ourselves.

3. We will come to class prepared and on time.

4. We will remain quiet and in our seats.

5. We will follow directions and class procedures.
Rewards

1. Acquisition of musical skills.

2. Positive notes and calls home.

3. Outside performances and special trips.

4. Merit points towards awards.
5. A fun and successful year. 

Consequences
1. First Offense - Warning.

2. Second Offense – After class student/teacher conference
3. Third Offense – Band room lunch detention
4. Fourth Offense - Parental contact.

5. Fifth Offense – Referral.
6. Extreme offenses- Removal from the band program
** Students will be sent to BIP or will be immediately referred for severe disruptions! 
(fighting, bad language, disrespect, etc.) **

4.
After-School Rehearsals and Events

It is procedure of Rock Hill School District Three to keep all extra rehearsals or events to a minimum.  However, some extra rehearsals are a necessity when approaching a performance date.  Students and parents will be provided a list of rehearsal and performance dates at the beginning of the year in order to make arrangements for attendance and transportation.  
6TH GRADE BAND REQUIRED EVENTS (Tests)
1. Winter Concert

2. Spring Concert
3. Possible elementary school performance (during the school day)
7TH GRADE BAND REQUIRED EVENTS (Tests) 

1. After-school rehearsal before Winter Concert and Winter Concert
2. After-school rehearsal before Spring Concert and Spring Concert
3. After-school rehearsals before the Carowinds Music Festival

4. Sights and Sounds year end finale
8TH GRADE BAND REQUIRED EVENTS (Tests) 

1. Middle School Band Night

2. Halloween Concert
3. Rock Hill District Honor Band auditions
4. Winter Concert

5. Winter Band Camp

6. Pre-Festival /Music in Our Schools Month Concert

7. Concert Festival (during school day)
8. Spring Concert
9. Sights and Sounds year end finale 
NON-REQUIRED EVENTS (but highly encouraged!)
1. Participation in Pep Band for some football games  
2. York County Honor Band auditions and clinic

3. Region 3 Honor Band auditions and clinic

4. SC All-State Band auditions and clinic

5. Solo and Ensemble Festival
6. Limestone College Honor Band clinic
5.
Supplies Needed for Band Class

Books

6th Grade Band
Traditions of Excellence Book 1


3 ring binder with sheet protectors (provided)

7th Grade Band
Band Expressions Book 1 (continued from 6th grade) 



3 ring binder with sheet protectors (provided)

Foundations for Superior Performance (provided)
8th Grade Band
Traditions of Excellence Book 2 (continued from 7th grade)


3 ring binder with sheet protectors (provided)

Foundations for Superior Performance (provided)
These books are required for each student every day.  They may be purchased from local music stores or from Mr. Skellett in the band room.  

Materials

1. Clarinet, Alto Sax, Tenor Sax, Oboe, and Bassoon reeds are available in the band room.  Each woodwind student should have at least three good reeds in his/her case at all times.  These reeds are to be purchased before or after school or before or after class.  (it is cheaper to buy them by the box)
2. Valve oil, slide oil, cork grease, and various other accessories will also be available in the band room.  Check list for prices and availability.

3. Cleaning supplies for their instrument are highly encouraged to fight germs and keep everything in the best playable condition.

4. Percussionists will need their stick bag, their practice pad, a pencil, and a notebook every day in class.

5. Every day, everyone will need their instrument and band folder, which will contain the following: pencil, blank paper, music, & all books.
iPad/Computer in the band room

Technology in the band room is a great way to help enhance and work our musical skills.  Every student must have the following on their device.  
1. Piano app

2. Tuner

3. Metronome  
Smart Music is also now available as a internet based program.  I highly encourage you to download the program and begin to see its power.  It’s like having a band director in your home!
Grading Policy


Each student’s grade will be determined by his/her involvement in the total band program.  Grades will be broken down as follows:

Practice Recordings (6 due each nine weeks) - 20%

Concerts, Playing Tests/Pass-offs, Written Tests - 40%

Workbook/Worksheets and Homework -20%

Class Participation - 20 %


Practice recordings may be done on any device that has a voice recorder and sent to your Canvas learning account or Mr. Skellett’s email (msskelle@rhmail.org)   Each recording should be at least one minute in length and demonstrate items being worked on in class during the course of the 9 weeks.  

You may submit these recordings at any time during the grading period.  If you do not have access to an internet connection outside of school, you may use your school device in the band room before or after school or during lunch.  

Playing tests and quizzes will be given often during a grading period.  Students will also be required to pass-off certain material for mastery during each grading period.  These items are given a grade of 100 or 50.  

All students should be prepared for playing quizzes at any time.  Every student will be randomly chosen at least 2 times during a 9 week grading period for a playing quiz!  

Written tests and quizzes will be given periodically and will cover information from class, method book, theory workbook, and music terminology. 
All mandatory concert events count for two test grades.  Your attendance, dress, behavior, and performance make up these grades.   


Class participation will be checked every day.  If a student is prepared, on time, and has all of their equipment, (reeds, oil, sticks, folder) then they will receive full credit.  Students will each receive ONE “I forgot my . . .” per nine weeks.  Students without materials will fill out a page in the “I Forgot” notebook.  
Grades are taken seriously in band!  In order for us to be the best ensemble we can be, all members must be able to perform at top levels!  Practice at home is not an option! 
7.
Procedures & Information

Entering the class & preparing for rehearsal:

1. Students will enter quietly through the “in” door and go directly to the locker area for their instrument. There is to be no running and no loud talking.  All school books will be left outside the band set! Cases stay in/at the locker.
2. Students will then proceed to their assigned seat and begin to get instrument ready for rehearsal (i.e. put instrument together, oil valves, soak reeds, sharpen pencil, etc.).  
3. Students should check the board for important information. (i.e. rehearsal order and materials needed for that particular class)

4. Students are expected to be ready when class begins.  Rehearsal time is very important to the life of a band program.  
Items needed for class EVERY day:

1. Instrument  (This includes reeds, stick bags & mouthpieces!)

2. Band Binder/folder
3. Band Method Book (s)
4. A PENCIL to mark music and take notes (NO PENS!)

5. Any additional sheet music (concert music)
6. iPad/computer   (I will let you know when to bring them out of their bags)
7. A POSITIVE ATTITUDE! Learning to play an instrument is a lifelong process, and everyone achieves at different rates.

8.

Ending class and exiting the class:

1. Class is over when the director is finished.  Students will have plenty of time to clean, disassemble, and store their instrument and move to their next class if time is used effectively.

2. Students will disassemble their instruments quickly and safely.  Brass players will empty any water from their instrument and they will clean out their mouthpieces.   Woodwind players will care for reeds and swab out their instruments.  Percussionists will store and cover all equipment in the appropriate areas. (Even if you did not play that particular instrument.)

3. Students will move efficiently to the appropriate areas for instrument storage, being careful of others and their equipment.

4. Students will be dismissed at the time for class change, and they should exit through the “out” door.
General Information

1. Students must take their instruments home every day in order to practice.  Practicing is the equivalent of homework in other classes.  Practicing should become a consistent part of their daily schedule.  
2. Students must play in class every day.  Only written excuses from doctors, parents, or the health room will be acceptable for not playing.  

3. Students will treat all equipment (stands, chairs, music, instruments, etc.)  with care.  Students will pay for any damage to school property.

4. Students will be encouraged, but not required, to take private lessons on their instrument.  A list of teachers will be provided for those interested.  We will also be offering a mentoring program with qualified HS students.

5. Food, candy, drinks (except water), gum, etc. will not be allowed in the band room.

6. Students are only to mark on their music with pencil. .25 will be charged to replace lost copies of music.

9.
Raider Band Instrument Policy
1. Instruments may be brought to the band room each morning after the 8:15 bell has sounded.  Enter building through outside door near the cafeteria.
2. Only band members will be allowed in the band room at any time.  Friends of band members should wait outside.

3. Each student must bring his/her instrument to the band room upon arrival at school and get it again at the end of the school day.  DO NOT ask other students to do those things.

4. Each student will be offered a school combination lock and locker for his or her instrument.  Instruments may be stored in the band room during the day only if they are locked in the assigned locker, but they must be picked up at the end of the day.  Any personal instrument left in the band room after school will not be the responsibility of RRMS or RHSD3.

5. Students should not leave school without their instrument!  Even if a student leaves school early, their instrument needs to be picked up before leaving school.  The band room is unlocked from 7:45 AM until 4:00 PM every day.  

6. Students using school owned instruments need to remember that the care and general upkeep of the instrument is the responsibility of the student.  Any damage, above and beyond normal wear and tear damage, will be covered by the person to whom the instrument is checked out.  (There will be another form for this)
7. Many cases are identical.  Please have cases marked clearly so it is easily recognized.  Percussionists are asked to initial their sticks and mallets.

8. Musical instruments are expensive.  Students are asked to handle their instruments with care.  No student is to play or handle another student’s instrument at any time.  Band room equipment is also expensive and should be left alone.  Only percussionists are allowed to play percussion instruments. 
9. Student athletes should either take your instrument and lock it in the coach’s office during your practice or have the coach unlock the room for you after practice.  Please do NOT leave your instrument in the band room overnight!      

10.
Concert Dress


Each new band student will be asked to purchase a concert shirt (embroidered golf shirt with Raider Band logo) at the beginning of the year from the band program.  This will help the band to look more uniform in appearance.  

6th and 7th grade band students SHOULD wear:
1. band shirt tucked in

2. khaki (tan colored) pants/skirts (which must meet the RRMS dress code in terms of length) with a belt if there are belt loops

3. dark dress shoes

4. dark socks

8th grade/honor band students SHOULD wear:

1. Black pants with a black belt 

2. Black shoes and socks

3. Black dress shirt 
4. Ladies- a dress may be worn as long as it meets school dress code (at least knee length) or a skirt/blouse combo.  No sleeveless attire allowed.

At each concert, Students SHOULD NOT wear:

1. Large jewelry/bracelets 
2. Strong colognes or perfumes

3. Undershirts that can be seen at the collar

4. Flip-flops or open-toed shoes.
Maintenance and Repair

When an instrument is damaged or in need of repair, they will often need to be sent to the repair shop.  If the instrument can be repaired at school by either the director or the Pecknel Music Company representative, then it will be repaired at no charge. The Pecknel Music Company representative comes every Wednesday to pick up instruments to be fixed and they are usually returned the following Wednesday.   If the instrument needs to be sent away, the student will be provided with a loaner instrument to be used while their instrument is gone if a loaner is available.  If you rent or have purchased an instrument through Pecknel Music then this would be the best course of action to take to get your child’s instrument fixed.  

Some student’s purchased instruments through other music stores or companies.  If this is the case, you would be better off to send your instrument to these stores.  However, you may send your instrument with Pecknel, but you will be responsible for any charges for the repair.
VERY IMPORTANT: If your instrument is sent to the shop, students are required to pay for the repair before they get their instrument back.  (If you have maintenance and repair coverage on your instrument, there will be no charge in most cases.)  By sending the instrument in for repair, you are agreeing to pay for the cost of the repair.  You will only be contacted for repair approval if the repair will exceed $40.00.  No student will get his or her instrument back until the repair is paid in full.  

Many times a student has a very minor problem with their instrument.  DO NOT TRY TO FIX THESE PROBLEMS YOURSELF!!!!  The director needs to handle these problems and if they cannot fix it then it will need to be put in the shop.  It is very important that parents/students do not try to fix instruments.  Instruments are very delicate and we have tools designed specifically for repairing instruments.
Performance & Rehearsal Attendance Policy
· Be on time to all rehearsals and performances.  EARLY IS ON TIME, ON TIME IS LATE. 

THE ONLY EXCUSABLE ABSENCES ARE PRE-ARRANGED SCHOOL CONFLICTS AND THOSE THAT WOULD BE EXCUSED BY THE SCHOOL FOR REGULAR ATTENDANCE RECORDS, I.E. ILLNESS, FAMILY DEATH, RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY

For ALL rehearsal (scheduled out of school hours) and performance absences, the student and parent must follow the following procedure:

---Director must be notified in advance.

---For illness, a parent note or doctor’s excuse must be submitted.

---In extreme cases, a phone message may be left on the band answering machine, with a   

    follow-up personal call by the parent or guardian.

The filing of an absence form does not guarantee an absence is excused.  Our concert dates are set a year in advance, so please make sure to plan for these events!  Please let Mr. Skellett know of any conflicts as early as possible.  Alternative assignments may be arranged.   
District Policy


All rules and regulations as stated in the District Policy Manual will be in effect.  According to this manual, all band functions fall under the ruling that band activities, on or off school property, are considered an extension of the classroom, and all classroom rules will be enforced.  Students who are unable to represent RRMS in a positive way will not be allowed to attend off campus functions.  
Raider Points/Hall of Fame

Each band student has the opportunity to earn Raider Points throughout the school year.  The top point earners will win awards at the end of the year! 

Students may earn points for the following:
· Being an honor band member in good standing
___
3 points

· All-District Band auditions


___
3 points

· All-District Band member


___
5 points

· All-County Band auditions


___
3 points

· All- County Band member


___
5 points

· All-Region Band auditions


___
5 points

· All-Region Band member


___
10 points

· All-State Band member


___
20 points

· Solo & Ensemble Excellent Rating

___
3 points

· Solo & Ensemble Superior Rating


___ 
5 points

· Concert Festival Excellent Rating

___
5 points

· Concert Festival Superior Rating


___
10 points

· Private lessons (minimum of 5)


___
10 points

· Attending other school concerts (maximum of 5)          ___
2 points per 
· Practice Recordings



___
5 points/9 weeks
· Other items for consideration (please list)

___
points determined by director

Hall of Fame

The highest honor a Raider Band student can achieve.  This is given to students who earns  points or more or earns a seat in the South Carolina All-State Honor Band during the year in the band program at Rawlinson Road.  
Honor Band Events

The events listed are optional to all band students, but highly encouraged.   Students that work hard and prepare audition material not only come away as better musicians, but with a strong sense of pride in their hard work.
Rock Hill District Honor Band- Nov. 10 Audition/Nov. -17/18 clinic and concert

All- Region Honor Band- Jan. 7 Audition/Feb. 24-25 clinic and concert

All-State Honor Band- Jan. 21 Audition/ March 9-11 – clinic and concert

Band Council/Classroom Jobs

The students of the Rawlinson Road band are offered the chance to serve as leaders for their own group.  Listed below is a breakdown of officers and the job description for the band program.  Students must apply and remain in good standing with the band and Rawlinson Road Band to earn and keep these spots.

Band President

· Student representative of the band class.  Helps coordinate concert logistics and special projects with section leaders and Mr. Skellett.  
Section Leaders

· Each section (flute, trumpet, etc.) will have a section leader to assist with day to day operation of the band.  These students will help pass out music, get special equipment, and run small group rehearsals.
Music Librarians

· These students are in charge of the music library.  All copy requests will go through them before class begins.  (remember it is $.25 for replacements) There will be 2 or 3 in each period.
Equipment Managers

· These students are in charge of maintaining and keeping our band room equipment running.  They are also in charge of getting reeds/valve oil/etc. from the office before class begins.  
End of Year Awards

Director’s Award: Given to the top overall musician(s) in each grade.  A student must participate in all facets of the program, honor bands/solo+ensemble/concert festival/etc. and be a model for other band students.

Outstanding Band Member Award: 8th grade award chosen by the 8th grade students.  This student(s) must be the best representatives of what a great Raider Band student should be.

Outstanding Jazz Band Member Award: Similar to the Director’s Award, but for contributions to our jazz band.

Outstanding Woodwind/Brass/Percussion Award: Given to all grade levels based on performance ability and hard work on their respective instruments.  

Raider Band Promise

(Keep this copy)

I have read and understand the procedures, rules, and regulations set forth in the band handbook.  I promise to abide by these rules and regulations to the best of my ability, with extra attention to the following:
· Maintain a quality, working instrument at all times

· Have required materials every day including instrument supplies, music, binder, and a pencil.

· Make all concert and contest performances, as they are graded events.

· Wear required clothing for all performances

· Always have a positive attitude and be ready to work in the band room.  Playing music well is FUN!

I understand that I must participate in band class.  I will do my best to help Mr. Skellett & my classmates become the best “TEAM” we can be!

.                                                                 .
Student’s Signature

Parents please sign below stating that you have read the information in the handbook and have gone over it with your child.  If you have questions, please contact me at school.

.                                                                    .
Parent/Guardian Signature

.                                        .
Date

Raider Band Promise

(Keep this copy)


I have read and understand the procedures, rules, and regulations set forth in the band handbook.  I promise to abide by these rules and regulations to the best of my ability, with extra attention to the following:

· Maintain a quality, working instrument at all times

· Have required materials every day including instrument supplies, music, binder, and a pencil.

· Make all concert and contest performances, as they are graded events.

· Wear required clothing for all performances

· Always have a positive attitude and be ready to work in the band room.  Playing music well is FUN!

I understand that I must participate in band class.  I will do my best to help Mr. Skellett & my classmates become the best “TEAM” we can be!

.                                                                 .
Student’s Signature

Parents please sign below stating that you have read the information in the handbook and have gone over it with your child.  If you have questions, please contact me at school.

.                                                                    .
Parent/Guardian Signature

.                                        .
Date
